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lacked energy, were heavy, and narrow in outlook." The fault
for this, she concluded, lay with the Governments, which
" are the real instructors of peoples." The Governments
provided no politics, no career, no interest. The students,
who had lived a busy intellectual life, free, independent,
rejoicing in their corporate privileges and strength, at Halle,
Gottingen, Jena, and the rest, on leaving the university fell
back into the monotonous and homely habits which dominated
Germany; and by degrees they lost all the elasticity and resolu-
tion with which their student life had inspired them. " All
that remained was a very extended knowledge." Salzmann,
the president of the students' c mess * at which Goethe dined
when a student at Strasbourg, said that the fault of the German
universities lay in their aiming at education in too large and
learned a sense. Strasbourg, being a French university, was
more practical.1
All this was a great waste of ability, a great misfortune for
the public, for in no country was university education so good.
"Education in the German universities," wrote a French
observer (anonymous, quoted by Madame de Stael), " begins
where that of several nations of Europe finishes." The pro-
fessors were recognized as men not merely of * astonishing *
erudition, but of extreme scrupulousness. In Germany every-
thing was done with conscientiousness; university instruction
had the same degree of accuracy and thoroughness as every-
thing else. From the point of view of universities, the only (aad
that a questionable) advantage of the absence of political Hfe
in Germany was that it directed the minds of thinkers into
realms of pure thought. The mind, at any rate, could be free
and active; and thus a very high level of metaphysical specula-
tion was attained—but only by the few. " An immense
distance separates minds of the first and second order." *
In Germany the most famous university of the eighteenth
century was Leipzig, although Halle, so long at least as
Wolff taugjht there, had a reputation, and was the best in the
1 Dichtung und Wahrfait, Book DC.
* Madame <ie StaSl, op. #<., Chapter XVIIL

